PERFUMES  AND  THEIR  PREPARATION.          341
is frequently simple and consists merely in the change of a
natural product into a closely related substance. Thus the
natural isolate, eugenol, by a simple operation becomes the aro-
matic chemical, iso-eugenol, and this, in turn, is converted into
vanillin. By a similarly simple conversion the citronellal of oil
citronella is changed to citronellol and citral furnishes the base
for ionone. Indeed, few of the so-called synthetics are not
based upon Isolates of natural essential oils.
While the introduction of these products has helped the per-
fumer, it has brought to him an entirely new set of difficult
problems. The proper use of synthetics, using the term to apply
to both classes, Is far more difficult than the blending of nautral
oils. To realize the full possibilities of a new perfume material
requires frequently months and even years of experimentation
by the most gifted investigators.
On account of the fact and because few perfumers can be
expected to possess the time and experience required to obtain
the  best results  the  important  manufacturers  have  found it
advisable to supplement their simple products by a series of
''specialties."    Into the blending of these "specialties" go the
artistic skill and practical experience of a gifted staff of per-
fumers.   Several, frequently many, simple products are blended,
sometimes with the admixture of natural perfumes, to give a
product in which the odor note is at least partially rounded off
and completed.   Thus every large manufacturer of "synthetics"
supplies also a line of replications of the important floral odors
not necessarily complete in themselves, but furnishing valuable
substitutes for the natural products with which the perfumer can
build up his finished odor.
These specialties have an increasingly important place in
perfuming, making available to the perfumer combinations and
odor notes which he himself might never obtain, or if he did so
only after arduous effort and a great expenditure of valuable
time.